Conservation Area Appraisal Consultation

Guidance Notes
Please read the following guidance before completing this form

Completing and Returning the Form
Please complete all sections of the form to the best of your knowledge by
Monday 18th August 2014.
Should you have any questions with regards to the form or general questions
regarding the appraisal process, then please contact the Planning Policy
Team on (01892) 602517
or (01892) 602008, or by email on
ldf@wealden.gov.uk
Information will only be accepted when submitted on this form, together
with a map to identify any potential changes to the existing
Conservation Area boundary or, if you are commenting on a potential
new Conservation Area, please suggest a boundary. Please state the
name of the Conservation Area or potential Conservation Area and date
of completion on the form, and the same information on any attached
map.
The form and map may be
ldf@wealden.gov.uk or by post to:

submitted

either

electronically

to

Conservation Area Consultation
Planning Policy
Wealden District Council
Vicarage Lane
Hailsham
BN27 2AX

Data Protection Act 1998 and Freedom of Information Act 2000
The information collected from this form will be used by Wealden District
Council to inform the reappraisal of the Conservation Areas within the District
and the consideration of new Conservation Areas within the District. There
will be further consultation on draft Conservation Area Appraisals later in the
Delivery & Site Allocation Local Plan timetable. Ultimately the Conservation
Area Appraisal documents will be published on the Council’s website and
hard copies will be made available for purchase.
Submissions cannot be treated in confidence. By returning this form you
are accepting that the information within it will be in the public domain. The
Council will not however publish personal information such as telephone
numbers, e-mail addresses or private addresses on its website or in hard
copy format. Although such information may be disclosed pursuant to a
request made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, by returning this
form you confirm that you agree to this and accept responsibility for your
comments.
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Conservation Area Consultation Form
Existing/potential Conservation Area:
Selmeston Conservation Area
Completed by (and/or representing):
David Quysner representing Selmeston Parish Meeting
Date:
8th August 2014
History:
What is special about the history of your village? How do you think this has helped to
shape the village into what it is today? You may wish to consider the reason why the
village has grown in this location in the landscape and the social and economic history.
Selmeston is one of a small number of "spring line" villages close to the South Downs and has been a
favoured site for settlement since Mesolithic times. The reasons for this include its situation on the edge of the
Lower Greensand formation and consequent access to many springs. Access to other environments (valley,
downland and coastal/marine) is also likely to have been an important factor. Within a short distance of the
church, which is at the geographical centre of the village, there are sand pits, first investigated by JGD Clark in
1933, which yielded objects from the Mesolithic, Neolithic, Beaker, Late Bronze Age, Early Iron-Age,
Romano-British and Medieval periods. The Street (the main road through the village) is a roman road, as is the
lane adjoining the church.
To the North West of the church lies one of the largest Anglo-Saxon cemeteries in the south of England,
containing over 200 graves dating from the 5th to 7th centuries, many of which remain to be investigated. The
village may in fact derive its name from its former Saxon residents, "tun" meaning "settlement" and "Sigehelm"
meaning "victory helmet".
Selmeston was listed in the Domesday book in an entry that also refers to "Sidenore", a settlement that can not
be located. Speculation includes the possibility that it was lost in one of the epidemics of plague, pox or cholera
that ravaged the countryside during the 14th Century.
Selmeston's principal economic activity in the middle ages was sheep and arable farming, supplemented with
a little smuggling. Farming focused on Mays Farm, the Firle Estate, Sherrington Manor and Church land. The
church itself is mentioned in the Domesday Book but it is likely that the site of the church is a more ancient
place of worship: complex ley lines are centred on the font. The list of vicars dates from 1350. The church was
burnt down in 1860 and substantially rebuilt in 14th century style but retains a number of its older features and
contents. A brass on the North side commemorates the Caldicott family, who held Sherrington Manor (also
mentioned in the Domesday Book) from the 17th to the 19th century.
In the 19th Century, the village acquired a school (closed in 1969) and in the 20th Century a Village Hall, which
is shared with Alciston. Adjacent to the Village Hall is a cricket field on which village outdoor events are also
held.
Selmeston is a small community in a rural setting that encapsulates the history of Sussex from earliest times.
Despite its proximity to the busy A27, it remains a quiet and picturesque village with many interesting features,
including several buildings that are Grade II listed. There is a mix of types of housing , including several
cottages that date from the 17th Century, which are of traditional construction. These, together with some
important boundary walls, trees and hedgerows, the church and its immediate surroundings, and some
exceptional views in all directions make this a beautiful and special place that deserves to be protected for the
enjoyment of future generations.
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Character:
What makes up the character of your village? This could be the type and ages of
buildings; the way that the streets are laid out; building materials; open spaces; activity,
noise and smells; views through the village, out of the village and into the village; the
natural environment, including trees and hedges.
The village must be distinguished from the Parish, which includes houses at some
distance from The Street, including Cobb Court, The Green House, Ludlay,Mays Farm,
Sherrington Manor and Tilton, all of which are Grade II listed buildings. The main village is
linear, with houses on or close to The Street. There is a mixture of style and character of
housing, indicating that the village has evolved over time but, in and to the North of the
Conservation area there are a number of principally C17th houses and cottages with
features that include red and grey flemish bond brickwork; hipped and half-hipped tile
roofs; and low, stone garden walls. These attractive buildings, together with the church and
The Old Vicarage contribute significantly to the visual impact of the village and its historic,
rural character. This is amplified by the narrowness of The Street which, particularly at its
northern end, has the feel of a country lane. This is further enhanced by the absence of
pavements and street lighting and by the banks (planted with daffodils by residents),
verges and groups of trees that fringe the road. There are a number of important open
spaces, including the Cricket Ground adjacent to the Village Hall. There are numerous
footpaths into open country and a particularly attractive woodland walk along "slubby lane",
the roman pathway running east from the church and passing the sand pits referred to
above. The village is much visited by cyclists and ramblers. Notwithstanding the recent
impact of dutch elm disease, there are many mature trees, some of which are protected by
Tree Preservation Orders. The group of trees on the east of The Street as it dips down
towards the Church to the north and the trees on both sides of the Church crossroads are
of particular importance and are so recognised in the Conservation Area designation. This
also refers, inter alia, to the yew hedge at The Old Vicarage.
The open farming land on each side of The Street, the banks, verges and trees and the
quiet nature of the village, ensure an abundance of wildlife. There are spectacular
seasonal displays of common wildflowers, such as primroses, ox-eye (dog) daisies,
snowdrops and bluebells, whilst less common plants including wild orchids, can be found
within a few yards of The Street. Lichen grows readily on walls, suggesting a reasonable
level of air quality. There is a wide range of bird life, with more than 60 species having
been identified in one garden in recent years, including a number that are identified by the
RSPB as priorities for conservation. House martins and swallows nest in the eaves of
several buildings. Sounds of great importance include the annual visit of a cuckoo,
nightingales, little owls, the mewing of buzzards and the sound of geese in their travels to
and from Arlington Reservoir and Glynde Reach. Amongst the mammal population, there
are bats, of which 4 species have recently been seen close to The Street.
Community life includes numerous activities centred on The Village Hall:a monthly Village
Market ; a monthly "Downland Village" Lunch;Theatre Evenings; and annual events such
as the Flower Show. The Cricket Ground is used on Saturdays by the Selmeston &
Alciston XI and on Sundays by the more recently formed Long Men of Selmeston.
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Impacts on the existing or potential Conservation Area:
What do you feel has had a positive impact on the existing or potential conservation area?
What do you feel is having a negative impact on the existing or potential conservation
area?
The Conservation Area is compact and there is very limited opportunity for it to be
developed. There has, in any event, been a presumption against unsympathetic
development proposals and planning restrictions have been assiduously applied, so that
the character of the area has remained largely unaltered for many years. The community
is not averse to change but is keen to preserve the features of Selmeston that define it and
has so far successfully resisted any opportunistic proposals for new building.
The village is conscious that it has an ageing population and that this has an impact on the
community, its activities and its needs. The decline of church attendance and the
scheduling of services so that there is not a service here every Sunday has also had an
effect.
The single greatest negative factor that impacts on the Conservation Area, and The Street
as a whole, is traffic. The road is used as a cut-through from the A27 to the A22 and traffic
speeds are frequently excessive. However, our requests for the introduction of a 20mph
speed limit and for other traffic calming measures have so far been refused. Although not
in the Conservation Area, the garage on the A27 at the junction with The Street has also
had a significant negative effect on the village, further exacerbating the difficulty in getting
vehicular access to and from the main road, without offering significant amenity value to
the village.
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Conservation Area Boundary:
If this you are commenting on a potential new conservation area, where do you consider
the boundary should be drawn and why? If possible, please provide a map to show your
suggested boundary.
If you are commenting on an existing conservation area, do you consider the existing
boundary is drawn in the correct place? Should it be larger, or smaller? Please give your
reasons for any changes and, if possible, provide a map to show your suggested
changes.
We do not believe that there would be any merit in reducing the size of the current
Conservation Area, which captures most of the critical features that contribute to the
character and essence of the village. We note, however, that it excludes some important
buildings and features.
To the Northern end of the village, there may be a case for extending the area to take in
Weelwrights, Poor House Cottage and The Old Poor House, all of which are Grade II
listed. There is also a case for extending to the South, to take in The Old School House,
which is another Grade II listed property and the War memorial (also listed). All or part of
the Saxon graveyard behind Manor cottages, which is scheduled under the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 might also be considered for inclusion,
because of its historical importance and its relevance as an intrinsic part of the village's
history and identity.

